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Session Structure 

Welcome & Session Agenda 

Overview & 2019 Fellowship Pilot 

Funder Perspective: Interest and Impact of the Fellowship

Fellow Perspective: Summer Melt in Rural Communities

Fellow Perspective: Competency Based Standards and the Workforce of the Future

2020 Summer Fellowship Topics and Information
 



HOW DID THE SREE-GFE SUMMER 
FELLOWSHIP COME ABOUT?

SREE

❖ Mission to promote the creation 
and use of rigorous education 
research

❖ Seeking opportunities to connect 
researchers and evidence users

❖ Provide professional growth 
opportunity for student members

GFE Learning, Evaluation, and Data 
(LEAD) Impact Group

❖ Interested in using data to make 
philanthropic decisions

❖ Want to assist GFE members in  
accessing high quality research

❖ Recognize not all GFE members 
have access, time, budget, or 
skills in conducting/accessing 
rigorous educational research

Started with a conversation at 2018 GFE conference and pilot program 
launched in April 2019, based on mutual interests



WHAT ARE EACH PARTNER’S 
RESPONSIBILITIES?

SREE

❖ Recruitment, application review, interviews, and recommendations for Fellow 
selection

❖ Research question refinement, research process, and final product guidance

❖ Project manager role: payments, timelines, evaluations 

GFE LEAD Impact Group/Funding organizations

❖ Research questions

❖ Participation in 3 calls during fellowship

❖ Input on final product format

❖ Costs: Fellows, Advisors, Administrative (covered by LEAD Impact Group)



❖ Students find the Fellowship attractive: 45 applications

❖ Fellows said the experience is valuable to their academic and professional 
growth

❖ Funders found the research informative and high-quality; not all are sure 
how they will use it

❖ There are tweaks to be made to the program to improve it, but overall, 
participant satisfaction is high

WHAT ARE THE KEY FINDINGS?



2019 Fellows

Philanthropy and Education Policy Advocacy
Partner:  Grantmakers for Education Data Impact Group
Fellow:  Heather McCambly, Northwestern University

Competency Based Standards and the Workforce of the Future
Partner:  Siegel Family Foundation
Fellow:  Amanda Danks, North Carolina State University

Bias and Inequity in School Systems
Partner: Oak Foundation
Fellow:  Cyrell Roberson, University of California, Berkeley

Summer Melt
Partner: Ascendium
Fellow:  Kate Caton, Georgia State University

https://www.sree.org/summer-fellows-research

https://www.sree.org/summer-fellows-research


• Removing Systematic Barriers
to Success

• Streamlining Transitions

• Expanding Higher Education
in Prison

• Developing Rural Education & Workforce 
Training

Grantmaking Focus Areas 

• National postsecondary education and 
workforce training funder

• Based in Madison, WI

• For more information, visit 
ascendiumphilanthropy.org

Funder Perspective: Ascendium



• Removing Systematic Barriers
to Success

• Streamlining Transitions

• Expanding Higher Education
in Prison

• Developing Rural Education & Workforce 
Training

Grantmaking Focus Areas 

• Active GFE member

• Build the bench of diverse researchers

• Early exposure to philanthropic organizations

• Current initiative – Text Steps

• Recent strategy refresh

• Inform our thinking about rural college     
access

Leveraging the SREE Fellowship











































2020 Summer Fellowship Topics 

● “Cohorts” and Grantmaking

● Higher Education Institutions and Direct Service Workforce Nonprofits 
Use of Data

● Understanding the New Gender Gap in Colleges

● Availability and Awareness of Upskilling Programs During Economic 
Shocks

● Personalized, Competency-based Learning

● Reengaging learners with some college, no degree, and adult learners 



2020 Summer Fellowship Information 

Application and Project Information: 
www.sree.org/fellowship

Deadline:  
June 12, 2020, 11:49 PM pdt

http://www.sree.org/fellowship


Q & A

1) What additional questions do you have?

2) What advice or feedback do you have as we explore 2020 
opportunities?

 

#SREESummerFellows

Geoff Zimmerman
@zimmermang
zimmermang@knowledgeworks.org

Amanda Danks
@amandadanks1
adanks@air.org 

Rebecca Villarreal
rvillarreal@ascendiumeducation.org

Ellen Weiss
@sreesociety 
eweiss@sree.org

Kate Caton
kseymour4@student.gsu.edu
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